PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: P.G., #70-3 Building Date: ca. 1900

Building Name: _ House.at "Saratoga" (Cipriano Schoolhouse)

Location: _6711 Cipriano Road, Lanham, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible

Descrigtion

The house at "Saratoga" (Cipriano schoolhouse) is located on a lot on the
east side of Cipriano Road, across the street from a new subdivision of single
family houses. It is a small one-story frame gable-roofed building, with four
irregular bays forming its main west facade. Entrance is in the second bay.
There is a central cross-gable in the west plane of the roof, partially above
the second and third bays, which exaggerates the asymmetricality of the prin-
cipal facade. The building is covered with German siding painted beige; the
plain board surrounds of doors and windows are painted brown. The building
rests on a foundation of local sandstone; the roof is covered with asphalt
shingle. There is a one story addition to the rear. On the lot behind the
building are several modern sheds.

Significance

The small building at 6711 Cipriano Road was identified by surveyors in
1974 as a schoolhouse, because it resembles in form some early twentieth century
schoolhouses. Its use as a school building, however, has not been substan-
tiated. It stands on a tract of farmland owned and farmed late in the nine-
teenth century by J.G. Schoellkopf, and known as Cedar Grove or Saratoga.
Schoellkopf sold his 61-1/2 acre farm to William Watts, who subsequently lost
the property through default in mortgage payments. The 61-1/2 acre farm was
offered at public sale in 1899 as ordered by the Court of Equity, and
Schoellkopf repurchased his former property. At that time the farm was improved
by a small dwelling and a few outbuildings; it is possible that the present
building is a renovated version of this 1890's dwelling. Early in the twentieth
century,. the famm was divided into smaller parcels as this area near Seabrook
began to be developed. Originally consisting of three rooms side by side, this
small dwelling was increased in size in the 1950's by the enclosure of a rear
porch and the creation thereby of a small living room. Since 1962, it has been
a rental property. In the 1960's, influenced largely by the establishment of
Goddard Space Flight Center (NASA), this area north of Seabrook began to be
developed. as a residential community. Today the small dwelling stands on a
six-acre:1lot, in the midst of the Cipriano Woods, Woodlark and Woodholme Forest
subdivisions.

Acreage: 6.0139 acres



Survey No. P.G. #70-3

Magi No.

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1. Nalﬂe findicate preferred name)

historic House at "Saratoga"

and/or common (designated on 1974 survey as Cipriano Schoolhouse)

2. Location

street & number 6711 Cipriano Road ___ not for publication
city, town Lanham ___ vicinity of congressional district 5
state Maryland county Prince George's
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
- district ___ public _ X occupied _____agriculture — __ museum
X building(s) X private —___ unoccupied - commercial _ park
- structure — both ____ work in progress - educational _X_ private residence
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment — religious
__ object ____in process — vyes: restricted —___ government ___ scientific
____ being considered - yes: unrestricted ____ industrial ___ transportation
_Xnot applicable _ X no —__ military —__other:

4. owner Of PfOperty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Estelle and A.J. Sacks
street & number 2415 East University Boulevard telephone no.: #422-2233
city, town Adelphi, state and zip code MD. 20783

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 2752
street & number Main Street folio 186
city, town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

tite  Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 —_federal ___ state _X county ____ jocal

Jepository for survey records History Division, M-NCPPC

Riverdale,

city, town state MD. 20737




7. Description Survey No. P.G. #70-

2

~

Condition Check one Check one

___excellent ____deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_ original site

_A good —___ruins _X altered ___ moved date of move
— fair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The house at "Saratoga" (Cipriano schoolhouse) is located on a lot on
the east side of Cipriano Road, across the street from a new subdivision of
single family houses. It is a small one-story frame gable-roofed building,
with four irregular bays forming its main west facade. Entrance is in the
second bay. There is a central cross-gable in the west plane of the roof,
partially above the second and third bays, which exaggerates the asym-
metricality of the principal facade. The building is covered with German
siding painted beige; the plain board surrounds of doors and windows are
painted brown. The building rests on a foundation of local sandstone; the
roof is covered with asphalt shingle. There is a one story addition to the
rear (west). On the lot behind the building are several modern sheds.



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #70-3

Period Areas of Significance-—Check and justify below
_ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ___science
—1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____economics — literature — sculpture
_ 1600-1699 ___ architecture — education ___ military —_ social/
— 1700-1799 __ art ____engineering — music humanitarian
18001899 ____ commerce —_ exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
_X__1900- ____communications ____industry ____politics/government ____ transportation
___invention X other (specify)
local History
Specific dates ca. 1900 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The small building at 6711 Cipriano Road (House at "Saratoga") was
identified by surveyors in 1974 as a schoolhouse, because it resembles in
form some early twentieth century schoolhouses. Its use as a school build-
ing, however, has not been substantiated. It stands on a tract of farmland
owned and farmed late in the nineteenth century by J.G. Schoellkopf, and
known as Cedar Grove or Saratoga. Schoellkopf sold his 61-1/2 acre fam to
William Watts, who subsequently lost the property through default in mort-
gage payments.] The 61-1/2 acre farm was offered at public sale in 1899
as ordered by the Court of Equity, and Schoellkopf repurchased his former
property. At that time the farm was improved by a small dwelling and a few
outbuildings; it is possible that the present building is a renovated
version of this 1890's dwelling.?2

Early in the twentieth century, the farm was divided into smaller
parcels as this area near Seabrook began to be developed; a new road was
cut across Bald Hill Branch, north from Telegraph Road, making the property
more accessible. O0Originally consisting of three rooms side by side, this
small dwelling was increased in size in the 1950's by the enclosure of a
rear porch and the creation thereby of a small living room. A brick chim-
ney was dismantled and removed. As late as the 1950's, the eight-acre
parcel was operated as a small farm. Since 1962, it has been a rental
property.

In the 1960's, influenced largely by the establishment a short dis-
tance to the north of Goddard Space Flight Center (NASA), this area north
of Seabrook began to be developed as a residential community. Today the
small dwelling stands on a six-acre lot, in the midst of the Cipriano
Woods, Woodlark and Woodholme Forest subdivisions.

Notes
1 Prince George's County Land Recors JWB #26:36,378; JB #6:303.

2 Equity #2558.
Conversation with owner,

Sept . Pri
Records #2302:328, #2752:186. " | o0o3 Prince George's County Land



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.P.G. #70-3

Cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _6.0139 acres Tax Map #35, parcel 37
Quadrangle name __Lanham, Section A Quadrangie scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian

name/titie

organization Historic Preservation Commission date September 1985

c/o County Planning Division
street & number M-NCPPC, 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Dr. telephone 952-3521

city or town Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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P.G. #70-3
House at Saratoga
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1985
West elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #70-3
House at Saratoga
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1985
Southwest 3/4 elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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